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As we enter this third millennium of the church,
many are seeing that the simplicity of the New
- Testament church, based as it were around
" homes, families and communities is as relevant
'"”"?'-:--today as it was in New Testament times. |

| “Wherever you look, and within whatever culture
| it finds itself, the church seems to work best

~ when it most closely approximates to the church
we see described in the New Testament.” - or. Tony Date
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Editorial oy or. Tony Dale

Why is the Holy Spirit apparently moving in such power in the parts of the world that most of us will never get to? Why is
it that what we long to see God do here seems to be out of reach? As the writer of Deuteronomy 30 commented, “It is not
beyond the seas, so far away that you must ask, ‘Who will cross the sea to bring it to us so we hear and obey it?’ The
message is very close at hand; it is on your lips and in your hearts so that you can obey it”. (Deut. 30:13-14 from the
New Living Translation)

So what is “this message” that we are trying to articulate in this new magazine? In essence, it could be summed up by
saying “the Bible works.” Wherever you look and within whatever culture it finds itself, the church seems to work best
when it most closely approximates to the church we see described in the New Testament. This church is evangelical, evange-
listic, Holy Spirit-powered, community-oriented, Christ-centered and “follows the cloud” wherever it may be moving.

As the song from the 60’s put it, “All over the world the Spirit is moving, All over the world, as the prophet said it would
be.” New churches are emerging with explosive force in many parts of the world. In no previous generation (with the
exception of the generation described in the Book of Acts) has there been such power, such growth and such persecu-
tion of God’s people.

What needs to happen in the West, and in particular in America (where this magazine is being launched), for the church
to see such growth and transformational power? The articles in this issue will attempt to set the scene and begin to
grapple with these issues.

This magazine will not attempt to be dogmatic, but rather inclusive. Views from inside traditional churches will be
welcomed alongside the challenge that comes from the many who have been led outside of “the building.” If one thing
is clear, it is that none of us has a corner on truth except Him who is “the way, the truth and the life.” It is the voice of
His Spirit that we will seek to capture in the pages that follow in this and subsequent issues.

Your response to this first issue will be crucial in the on-going story of “House2House.” Please send “letters to the Editor”
at letters@house2house.tv. This will let us know what you think and whether we are in any sense accomplishing our goal
of serving you as we all seek to serve the Lord.

Also, if you have not yet subscribed, please do so now, as your involvement in this way is crucial to the survival of this
new magazine at the practical/financial level. Thank you!
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God is on the move! The cloud has lifted, the
trumpet is sounding, and God’s people all over
this nation are preparing to set out on the
journey of a lifetime. Something is happen-
ing that is akin to Elijah’s seeing “a cloud
the size of a man’s hand.” Maybe like him, we
need to get ready to run!

Two years ago, Tony and I returned to En-
gland for the first time in several years. While
we were there, God spoke to us very clearly
and told us that we would have the privilege
of being part of a powerful movement of His
Holy Spirit for a second time. Back in the
60’s and 70's, we had seen God move in ex-
traordinary ways in England. Spontaneously,
all over the country, churches had started in
homes because people were so hungry to ex-
perience more of the Lord. Out of this the
house church movement was born. This move-
ment now probably represents about one third
of British evangelical Christianity. Frequently
what are now known as the “new” churches
find themselves to be the largest church in
town. Every little village and hamlet has one
(or more). However, their influence extends
far beyond their numbers.

For some years I had been praying that we
would again be allowed to be part of such a
movement of God’s Holy Spirit in this coun-
try. My heart has been that this would be a
grass-roots movement of “little” people - no
superstars, no empire building, the Holy Spirit
in control, Jesus alone lifted up, and all the
glory going to Him!

Last September, we traveled to India to do a
series of conferences on church planting. We
were teaching on material that we have used
many times before. But God took the materi-
als we were teaching and pushed us into a
paradigm shift in our thinking. We found
ourselves genuinely believing, rather than
just giving lip-service to the fact, that
churches could be planted rapidly. Perhaps
it was because we were in an environment
where we were hearing about amazing things
God was doing all over the world, such as
with the Choudhrie’s (whose Bible study ap-
pears later in this magazine). Dr. Choudhrie
said to us that they now have a vision to
plant a home church in every village in Madra
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Pradesh by the year 2007 (a mere 17,000 vil-
lages!). What a challenge that one of their
(adies started 50 churches last year. We heard
via the Southern Baptists of one of their new
converts starting 42 churches in the year fol-
lowing his conversion. (See the article on
“Church Planting Movements”.) In American
terms this would translate to a church in ev-
ery apartment complex, neighborhood, school,
retirement home, etc! And we thought we were
doing well if one of our home churches “mul-
tiplied” once in a year!

Since India, a number of things have hap-
pened. Stories from the people who attended

However, we now realize
that what to us seemed
very small, has ended up
touching literally
thousands of lives, both
inside and outside the
medical profession.

the conferences have both humbled and
blessed us. Within a couple of weeks of arriv-
ing home, we were getting reports of multiple
churches starting. One lady, with a team of
young people, had started four or five churches
in the surrounding villages in just two weeks.
Another young man had started two churches
among his gypsy peoples in less than a month
from the seminar.

Having heard these and other reports, we de-
cided we had absolutely no excuse! So we took
the plunge and have gone out in the last two
months and started several churches; some
from scratch and others where people already
in existing local home churches have had a
burden to begin something new in their own
neighborhoods. These are very fledgling ef-
forts at best, but at least they are there!

Let me share a couple of examples. One of the

By Tony & Felicity Dale

most exciting churches to us is in a local, low-
income housing project that our church has
been praying for over a period of several months.
(Lord, deliver us from nice white middle-class
churches!) There we decided to follow the prin-
ciples we had been teaching in India, using
Luke 10 as the pattern. One day, Tony and I
were prayer walking in the apartment complex.
Tony had specifically prayed that we would find
the “man of peace”. We were caught in a down-
pour under a balcony with two ladies who [lived
there and started sharing with them what we
were doing. As a result, they invited us to go
and pray with them about some of the prob-
lems the area was experiencing. Since then, both
have given their hearts to the Lord and have
started to involve their families in a weekly
time together with us. Isn’t the simplest defi-
nition of church “where two or three are gath-

b cred together in My name?”

. Another couple caught us by surprise a few
. weeks ago. They had visited our January
& monthly celebration, where the various local

home churches come together. Subsequently,

- we didn’t see or hear from them for two weeks

while they were out of town. The next Thurs-

& day night they came over for supper and to

share what the Lord was doing in their hearts.
Imagine our delight when they mentioned in
passing, “We're starting our home church this
Sunday.” This is church planting going out
of (our) control. Praise God!

The other thing that is happening is that al-
most on a daily basis we are getting phone
calls and e-mails from people all over the coun-
try saying that they are doing something simi-
lar! Here in Austin, groups that we had never
heard of are emerging from the woodwork. All
over this nation, people seem to be saying the
same things. And the interest expressed by more
traditional churches as well has been incred-
ible. God seems to be challenging His people
to look at what the home church represents. It
feels very similar to the early 60's as the Lord
began moving in power in England. This needs
everybody, both those in traditional settings
and others who have already launched out into
new paradigms of church planting.

I enjoy body surfing. I never mastered the real
thing standing up on a board! When you are



body surfing, you stand there waiting for
“your” wave. You have to be in the right
place; it has to be the right size and break-
ing at the right moment; then you launch
yourself out in front of it and kick for all
you're worth until the momentum of the
wave carries you in to the shore. Our wave
is out there. We're in the right place

for it and it is just breaking, and this
move of the Spirit is gaining momen-
tum. So let my husband and I share

how we found ourselves as young uni-
versity students getting involved in

this unfolding drama.

(The following is Part One of a
booklet the Dales have written which
is currently posted on the web at
www. austinfellowship.com on the
“Links” page.)

In the late sixties and early seventies,

when my wife and I were medical stu-

dents at Barts Hospital in London,

England, we were privileged to be part of
an exciting move of the Holy Spirit. We had
no idea then that we would look back on
this time as a period of genuine revival.
However, we now realize that what to us
seemed very small, has ended up touching
literally thousands of lives, both inside and

outside the medical profession. This booklet,
in part, tries to understand the roots of this
period of revival. It seeks to explain why it has
produced such long term meaningful change in
people’s lives, leading so many of our friends
and colleagues of those years to church leader-
ship positions around the world. As I look back,

Tony & Felicity Dale - ”THEarly Years”

I realize there are many principles that we
learned in those early days of working together
that are still applicable to church life today.
We were a bunch of young students. We had
little idea of what we were doing or where this
was going. However, we knew that the Holy

Subscribe to
House 2 House
See Page 19

Spirit was doing something wonderful and ex-
citing and we were prepared to follow where
He was leading.

We now sense within ourselves a similar ex-

citement over things we see emerging in the

United States as well as around the world. Re-
cent contact with friends from Britain
and an increasing opportunity to see the
good things that God is doing in many
parts of the world, give us great hope
for the future of the church.

It has been said that the one thing we
can learn from history is that we never
learn anything from history. The tragedy
is that often this cycle has been replayed
within Christian circles. In studying re-
vival, it is not unusual to find that a
group formed from a previous move of
the Holy Spirit becomes itself an impedi-
ment to any subseguent move of the Holy
Spirit. In the United States there is cur-
rently a lot of interest in church plant-
ing. Our prayer is that as new models are ex-
plored and as the Holy Spirit is allowed to have
His way in multiplying many churches across
the nation, those churches started in the last
great church planting wave will not be a bar-
rier to the new churches now emerging.

Continued on page 21




= ':me to change the system

e Third Reformation
om Church-Houses to House-Churches
he church has to become small in order to grow big
.. No church is led by a Pastor alone
. The right pieces - fitted together in the wrong way
& _does not leave the Church in the hands of bureaucratic clergy
sturn frog. ‘organized to organic forms of Christianity
10. rshipping our worship to worshipping God - S3Lie e e S
114 g people o church and start bringing the church to the people Wolfgang Simson
12. the “Lord’s Supper” to be a real supper with real food
138 ons to city-wide celebrations

14. i‘-; L ierssﬁtion-proofspirit
15. The Hurch comes home

God is changing the Church, and that, in turn, will change the world. Millions of Christians around the world are
aware of an imminent reformation of global proportions. They say, in effect: “Church as we know it is preventing
Church as God wants it.” A growing number of them are surprisingly hearing God say the very same things. There is a
collective new awareness of age-old revelations, a corporate spiritual echo. In the following “15 Theses”, I will
summarize a part of this, and I am convinced that it reflects a part of what the Spirit of God is saying to the Church
today. Fer some, it might be the proverbial fist-sized cloud on Elijah’s sky. Others already feel the pouring rain.

(In this Ezsué; we will get in depth on three of the theses. In each successive issue we will cover more.

1. Church'i ;5 a Way of Life, not a series of religious meetings

Before tk ey were called Christians, followers of Christ had been called “The Way”. One of the reasons was that they
had hter‘él[fﬂégund “the way to live.” The nature of Church is not reflected in a constant series of religious meetings
led by priofessional clergy in holy rooms specially reserved to experience Jesus; it is in the prophetic way followers of
Christ l1v§ tﬁe“{r everyday life in spiritual extended families as a vivid answer to the question society faces, at the place
where it & E:E ’g% most: in their homes.

2. Time to ch fgge the system

In aligning itself to %he religious patterns of the day, the historic Orthodox Church after Constantine in the 4th
century A-'adgpted a religious system which was in essence Old Testament, complete with priests, altar, a Christian
temple (catt eﬁaﬂal) frankincense and a Jewish, synagogue-style worship pattern. The Roman Catholic Church went on
to canonize the system. Luther did reform the content of the gospel, but left the outer forms of “church” remarkably
untouched%the Free-Churches freed the system from the State, the Baptists baptized it, the Quakers dry-cleaned it,

he Salvation Army put it into a uniform, the Pentecostals anointed it and the Charismatics renewed it, but until today
obody has.f-geei‘l-ly changed the superstructure. It is about time to do just that.

| 3. The Third Reformptwn

In rediscovering the| gospel of salvation by faith and grace alone, Luther started to reform the Church through a
reformation of theology. In the 18th century through movements like the Moravins there was a recovery of a new
intimacy with God, which led to a reformation of spirituality, the Second Reformation. Now God is touching the
wineskins themselves, initiating a Third Reformation, a reformation of structure.
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Book Review

Houses That Change The World

by Wolfgang Simson

“In this book, written from a global perspec-
tive, I try to describe a radical new vision of
Church...Christianity is not a series of religious
meetings in church-
houses, but a pro-
phetic way of life, in
house churches.
These house
churches do not
only totally change
the way Christianity
is seen and experi-
enced in the streets
of the world, but
also allow the
Church to develop
the City Church, the
apostolic and pro-
phetic gathering of
the Body of Christ of
a city or region,
speaking with one
voice and acting as
one organism under
only one head -
Jesus Christ. We are
in the midst of a
global reformation
where God rearranges and prepares the church
for both persecution and proliferation, revival
and suffering, both the meekness that inherits
the earth and finishing The Task.” (Wolfgang
Simson)
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This book has been truly long awaited - the
e.book-version has been read by more than
10,000 people, but most important: countless
house churches have been started in literally
every part of the world.

Some RECENT COMMENTS on the book:

“This book takes exactly the right approach to
the most basic problem in missions today.”
(Ralph Winter)

A far more significant book than I expected. It
challenges many sacred cows, demonstrates re-
markable biblical, theological and strategic in-
sight. The whole church needs to hear what
Wolfgang Simson has to say in this seminal
work.” (Prof. Kenneth B. Mulholland, Dean, Co-
lombia Biblical Seminary)

QTS BS ==+

THAT CHANGE THE

WORLD

OF THE HOUSE CHURCHES

WOLFGANG SIMSON

“A monumental and marvelous piece of work!
It is going to be a very important contribu-
tion to the present situation faced by the
church.” (Ralph
Neighbour, Author of
Where Do We Go From
Here)

“An excellent book,
which goes to the
heart of the structure
problem in our per-
ception of the
church. I completely
agree with the analy-
sis and much appre-
ciate the book and
its message.” (Patrick
Johnstone, WEC,
London)

“Sure to be a vital el-
ement in the explo-
sion of the church
around the world.
Tremendous amount
of great material. The
vision and scholar-
ship of this book is surely the wave of the
future. This book is on the cutting edge of
things to come. There is no question that if
we are going to fill the earth with the knowl-
edge of the glory of the Lord with millions of
new congregations, we will have to return to
the New Testament model presented here.”
(James Montgomery, Founder and President,
DAWN Ministries, Colorado Springs, USA)

“A unigue study, carefully studying New Testa-
ment examples of church-planting.” (Wes Wil-
son, Vice President, Every Home for Christ,
Colorado Springs, USA)

“Ground-breaking! So new and fresh, that, to
the average reader, it will be quite revolution-
ary.” (Clive W. Clayton, Brussels, Belgian Evan-
gelical Mission)

“Wow! This book challenges our understand-
ing of church and how it’s done. I strongly
recommend this book to every pastor and
church leader.” (Eddie Smith, Coordinator, US-
Prayer Track, AD2000 & Beyond Movement)

Pricing (US$)

1- 3 $14.95 ea.
4-10 $13.50 ea.
11-25 $12.00 ea.

25+ $11.00 ea.

You can pay:

1. By sending a check made out in US Dol-
{ars to the address below.

Make the check out to “Welfgang Simson”.

2. Transfer the amount directly to our ac-
count in the US and notify us of“the quan-
tity you order.

Bank Details:

b
Nations Bank
Beltway Plaza Office
6038 Greenbelt Road

Greenbelt, MD 20770, USA

On _the back of the check include:

For Deposit only
Acct # 391 559 4161
Nations Bank of Mapyldnd

3. You can send cash-bills i'h”a‘;:hy western
currency to our secure maﬂlmg address
below.

Please send your order togag with indica-
tion of form of payment; t;} ﬁ'ﬂs email
address or mail to:

Dawn International:Network
PF 212 | |

8212 Neuhausen 2
Switzerland

Other language versirc;n—s that already are
avaitable: German, Buteh, Utdu.

In process: Spanish, Portuguese, Chinese,
Tamil, Singhatese, Arabic, 'F%brwegian,
Telegu, Croatian, Italian, Afrikaans,
Indonesian, Swedish, Russian.
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Worship and £ Open Church

From Burning Bush to Boardroom...and Back

You may think you've been transported
back to the church described in the Book
of Acts. Standing in the midst of oth-
ers, all together tapped in to a deeper
level of joy and excitement, there is the
presence of (iving Christ. Someone
stands to share a song, another accents
the theme with a brief scripture, a third
follows with a five minute teaching.
The next few moments of silence may
be broken by weeping; a sorrowful
saint confesses a sin. Several people
gather around him or her to pro-
nounce forgiveness and offer
encouragement. A song by a
young girl, a testimony by a
mechanic, a spoken blessing by
a husband over his wife.

Worship in open church often astonishes
people unaccustomed to lively, spontane-
ous, joyous, and unrehearsed gatherings
where the Spirit of God can suddenly
break-in and dominate the meeting.

Moses was no stranger to surprises on the
backside of the desert. A bear or lion could
suddenly appear to test his response. How-
ever, he was not accustomed to surprises
from bushes, except perhaps an occa-
sional flurry of nesting birds. This bush
was different—no birds, just an angel sur-
rounded by fire that wasn't consuming the
bush. Quite a flabbergasting sight! So
Moses went over to investigate, only to
be halted by a voice in the bush, “Do not
come any closer. Take off your sandals,
for the place where you are standing is
holy ground” (Exodus 3:5). A holy am-
bush indeed!

Fast forward some 3,500 years to a church
boardroom where the only smoke present
is from friction and strife. Many times I
gathered there with leaders without invit-
ing Christ’s presence or even mentioning
His name. Whoever heard of worship in a
Georgia boardroom.
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Open Church: How We Meet

“What then shall we say, brother? When
you come together, everyone has a hymn,
or a word of instruction, a revelation, a
tongue or an interpretation. All of these
must be done for the strengthening of
the church” (1 Corinthians 14:26 NIV).

Open churches—meeting in homes,
church facilities, or anywhere—focus on
“how we meet.” There is open worship,
open sharing and open ministry de-
scribed above. Sharing and ministry flow
from worship. One has only to recall the
instance when Jesus encountered the
demoniac who worshiped Him. He was

then told to share and minister to fam-
ily and friends (Mark 5:1-20).

The origin of the word “worship” comes
from the Old English weorthscipe. The
word is actually worth-ship. To worship
is to ascribe worth to someone or some-
thing. Ralph Martin writes: “To worship
God is to ascribe to Him supreme worth,
for He alone is worthy” (Worship in the
Early Church).

From an open church perspective,
worship—both personal and
corporate—is shaped by sev-
eral factors:

Walking with God Daily: Personal
Worship

Daily living can be pictured as a walk.
At least thirty-six times in the New Tes-
tament the believer's experience is
called a walk. Prior to carrying the des-
ignation “Christians,” they were known
as “those of the way” (Acts 9:2). In
other words, they were known by their
walk. For the writer of Hebrews, this is
a walk of faith (Halakhah). So it showed
before us. Who we are and what we do
on the walk when no one watches is
the essence of our being. We were cre-
ated to walk with the Triune God. Our
worship comes from the walk; it is the
walk! “Enoch walked with God; then he
was no more...” (Genesis 6:9). Consider
that his position of righteousness and
blamelessness resulted from his walk
with God. Judson Cornwall says, “God’s
ultimate desire is intimate relationship
with His people. God wants to walk and
talk with us as He did with Adam. God
wants us to enjoy His presence as Enoch
did on his daily walks with God” (Let
Us Abide).

(This article by Lynn Reddick, first ap-
peared in Open Christianity, Winter 2000
edition, and 1s reprinted by permission.)






